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TV (949) 644- 3200
Memorandum
To: Planning Commission
From: Patrick J. Alford, Planning Manager
Date: February 9, 2012
Re: Study Session on Newport Banning Ranch: Open Space, Parks and Trails

This is the second of a series of study sessions on the proposed Newport Banning Ranch
project. The purpose of the study sessions is to provide the Planning Commission and the
public the opportunity to review and discuss details of the proposed project prior to public
hearings. Public hearings before the Planning Commission and the City Council are tentatively
scheduled for March and April, 2012.

This study session will focus on the proposed open space preserve areas, parklands, and trail
system. Approximately 250 acres of open space, 50 acres of parks, and seven miles of trails
are proposed on the 401-acre project site. In addition to reviewing the proposed uses and
improvements of these areas, staff will examine the project’s consistency with General Plan
conservation and recreation policies and explore issues related to ownership and maintenance
of open space areas and trails. An overview of the proposed habitat restoration, landscaping,
and fuel management plans will also be presented.

Staff has revised the schedule for subsequent study sessions. The February 23" study session
on the land use, development regulations, and architectural guidelines will be conducted as
planned. A fourth study session, exclusively on the findings of the Draft Environmental Impact
Report, will be held on March 8, 2012.

February 23, 2012 Land Use, Development Regulations, and Architectural Guidelines
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

March 8, 2012 Draft Environmental Impact Report (Additional study session added)
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.



The study sessions are for discussion purposes only and no action will be taken by the
Planning Commission. Interested parties are encouraged to limit their comments and
guestions to the issues that are the subject of each study session.

Public notice of the study sessions was provided by the posting of the agenda at City Hall and
on the City’s website. In addition, notice was distributed through the City’s Select Alert system
and through a press release.
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Draft Environmental Impact Report
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Open Space Network and Parklands

Establish a framework of trails, community parklands, and natural habitats that
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LU 6.5.2 Active Coimuuiivy T ar

Acoon iz 1 sommunity pa k < f 20 « 30 aces diat centans ac ive playfields
that may be lighted and is of sufficient acreage to serve adjoining neighborhoods
and residents of Banning Ranch, if developed. (Imp 3.1, 4.1)

Prictuyacr Fatiiicy 2revis’on

Frovide additiodal,pharkand decreatich fdsilities tHat meet themdsts as identifiod
by direct feedback from residents, analysis of future trends, and througn

observations by Recreation and Senior Services staff, as shown in Figure R2.

5. West Newpert §evice' Arew fa'the Banning ranch area develop an active
cornmurity nark of 20 to 30 acres with consideration of night lighting
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LU 6.5.4 A elcprien to 2 avi enmental Pessvines

Development should be located and designed to preserve and/or mitigate for the
loss of wetlands and drainage course habitat. It shall be located to be contiguous
and compatible with existing and planned development along its eastern property
ure, peeserving the ccoperiry H widhfe corrdors) ana set back from the bluff
faces, along which shall be lecated a linear park to provide public views of the
Gocaly, vedands, and sacroundiag cpen spaces. Exaios Lighting shall be located
and dasigred to inimice light tresnass fiom develoned areas onro the blnifs,
riparian habiat, arroyos, and lowland habitat areas. (img 7.7, 4.7)

" A/

 Bluff setback/linear park



LU 6.5.3 H:itiwac annd Wetlands

Rbstore |afidrenhaneywetlhaadshandi-wildlife haditatsy in ascondance ~vich 4he
requirements ot state anc. federal agencies. (Imp 3.1, 4.1, 14.7, 14.11)

NR 10.9

Development on Banning Ranch

2Jictes the s(asifive a) arc adsovres that oxcvi ¢n Birnirg Rirch. It future
development is permitted, require that an assessment be prepared by a qualified
biologist that delineates sensitive and rare habitat and wildlife corridors. Require
that development be concentrated to protect biological resources and coastal
biaf%, ww stverue des'gned to not'n Jotresive vathz sur-ormdiay lan dsca o
Require the 1estoration or mitigation of any sensitive or rare habitat areas that
ari-affzcted by fatare developiner ¢ mp 24,0 L7 1471, 14 12)
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OPEN SPACE,
PARKS & TRAILS

o Voter Approved General Plan
(development option)

o 50% min Open Space
o Community Parks, Goal 20-30 acres

o Master Planned Roads
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OPEN SPACE,
PARKS & TRAILS

o NBR Plan

o More than 75% of site permanently preserved as
open space

Oil field footprint reduced — 17 acres

Oil abandonment, site clean-up & remediation

Comprehensive Habitat Restoration Program

Community/Bluff/Interpretive Parks & Trails

Public Access

Natural Open space maintained at NO cost to
taxpayers
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WATER QUALITY

o Offsite run-on treatment : i — 1

o Lowland basin functionality

o Lowland open space benefits | [
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OPEN SPACE,
o 76% of project site Utban Coony
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PARKS

o Community Parks

o Interpretive Parks
o Bluff Parks
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COMMUNITY

Fitness '/ Par Course
ot CITY UTILITIES :
B YARD Interpretive Gathering /
\ Seating Area
= Safety Fencing
6 Tennis Courts
(Lighted)
(19+/- Spaces)
Decomposed.
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Public Access
Driveway
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BLUFF PARK
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TRAILS

191h Street
Toibert Traithead
Minor Amayo
Upiand Interoretive Trad
Upland Open Space Preserve
18 Street
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PARKING

o More than 450 public
parking spaces added in the
Coastal Zone...
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LOWLAND

o Before & After Restoration
examples
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UPLAND

o Before & After Restoration
examples
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o OCRP: 1,034 acres
o NBR Contribution:
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Correspondence
Item No. 02c

. , CEIVED
Newport Banning Ranch Study Session e 8y
PA2008-114 COMMUNITY
February 10, 2012
Y FEB 132017

Subject: Newport Banning Ranch Study Session, February 9, 2012
%}_ DEVELOPMENT Gz‘

. 873
Dear Chairman Toerge, NEwpors eﬁ‘“

Please inciude these comments in the City's administrative record for the Newport
Banning Ranch project. Please see below for commenis | prepared for last night’s study
session but was unable to deliver due to meeting time running out.

‘My name is Dorothy Kraus, and 1 live in Newport Beach. | appreciate the opportunity to
make a brief comment today.

The Newporl Banning Ranch dEIR states that their park requirement is 15 acres based
on the City's subdivision code that there be '5 acres of parkland for every 1,000
residents’. The proposed 16 acre North Community Sports Park includes:

6 lighted tennis courts

3 lighted soccer fields
ighted basketball court
! baseball field

1 softball field
Skateboard park

2 tof lots

| fitness par course
Public restrooms

And, 174 off-street public parking at two locations, plus the possibility of another 20
parking spaces in a third location.

NBR dEIR Exhibit 4.8-1, North Community Park is enclosed for reference.

This proposed Sports Complex is immense. Are surrounding communities such as
Newport Crest, Newport Knolls, One Nautical Mile, and Brook View Newport expected
to endure the noise, lights, fraffic, pollution, and safefy risks associated with this Sporis
Complex idea? [Highlighted for emphasis)

In addition, the cument park location doesn't work because it has been documented
as a wintering site for the Buirowing Owl,

I'd also like to make mention of the Ceastline Community College project that is under
construction at 1515 Monrovia. This is a 3-story 55,000 square foot building with a 300
space parking lot directly adjacent to the structure, This facility bults up to the
proposed Sports Complex.

Please refer to the enclosed Newport Banning Ranch dEIR exhibit 4.8.10, Master Trails
and Coastal Access plan, and envision the college right under the words '16' Street
Parking Spaces’, which is just slightly north of 15" street on Monrovia.

1
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Newport Banning Ranch Study Session
PA2008-114



Please aiso refer to the enclosed picture which was taken from Newport Crest of the
construction going on at the college. Banning Ranch is in the foreground.

The Newport Banning Ranch dEIR does not address the impacts that will result from this
enormous Sporfs Complex and a 55,000 square foot facility existing side-by-side in such
close proximity to residential communities. The degradation in the qudlity of life for
people living in these communities will be significant.

Consideration for moving this Sports Complex somewhere else needs to take place
such as relocating it north of 17t streel.’

I'd also like fo take this opportunity to appreciate your role as a Planning Commissioner.
It must be a challenging job to represent such a beautiful cily like Newport Beach with
so many passionate constituents who desire to keep it pristine and beautiful.

I must tell you that | was disappointed in the Study Session meeting last night. | felt that it
was unfair that Mr. Steve Ray was put on the stop and blamed for taking up the public
comment time when 3 times he tried to leave the podium. Mr. Tucker initiated the
discussion on the Banning Ranch Conservancy'’s plan to acquire the property which
unfortunately went on too long. This unfortunate event is a strong indication that the
time of the day and duration of these study session meetings, and the inability for public
comments to be made in excess of a few minutes is not working nor fair.

However, | do appreciate that you encouraged Mr. Ray and all of the public to present
letters fo the Planning Commission making requests such as allowing extended fime for
the public to comment on a project that will have staggering implications to the City
and people who live here. | hope the format of future Newporf Banning Ranch Planning
Commission meetings is changed to accommodate all vested parties.

Thank you again.

Respecifully submitted,

Dorothy Kraus

10 Wild Goose Court
Newport Beach 92663
medjkraus@yahoo.com
949-337-6651

Enclosures
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